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EDITORIAL 


In his President’s Report Graeme Tribe notes that guest speakers at meet- 
ings often comment on the vitality of the Club. | believe this is because we are a 
“grass-roots” organisation. Although we have excellent direction from the top, 
members at the "bottom" are encouraged to take part - to bring in objects for 
discussion at the specimen table (such as Boobook pellets - see page 84), to 
share their natural history observations, to bring up conservation issues, to 
serve on rosters, and to contribute articles to the Geelong Naturalist. 

Weare pleased to publish many substantial, well-researched popular/scientific 
"papers", but we also value short notes such as "Caring about the birds", by 
Leila Ramsay. This is significant for several reasons. Firstly, Leila is one of our 
plant experts but was able to make a contribution on a different aspect of natural 
history. Secondly, the information is able to be passed on because the Club pro- 
vides a means of dissemination through this journal. Thirdly, it is great to know 
there are people outside the Club who care for wildlife, even to the extent of a far- 
mer sacrificing part of his crop to protect a bird. It does not really matter that he 
called ita Swamp Hawk when the official common name is marsh Harrier. It mat- 
ters that he considered the bird rare for his area. 

We always need articles for our Club magazine. They do not have to be 
“scientific” or long, but they do have to be accurate. If you do use latin names, 
please check them and watch spelling and capitalization. We spend a great 
deal of time confirming such things. Publication is delayed if articles have to be 
given to experts to vet. 

Valda Dedman 


VALE STAN ROWE 


Stan was one of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club's foundation members, 
and served on the committee from 1961-63, when he held the position of Excur- 
sion Secretary. He was regarded as our resident geologist and gave freely of his 
expert knowledge, both at meetings & on excursions, a number of which he 
led. 

He also had wide botanical knowledge and was a keen bird observer. He will 
be remembered by many people in Geelong who were his students at the Gor- 
don Institute of Technology and later at Deakin University. Stan delighted in pur- 
suing his interests around the world. One of his last trips was with the Club, to 
Cape York, in 1991. The club will miss him greatly. 

Valda Dedman 


Vol. 28 No. 4 75 


Fifty Useful Plants 


by L. Lane 


An enquiry into the plants, (Trees, Shrubs, Grasses & Herbs) native to the You 
Yangs Area which would have been sought & used as food, medicament or raw 
material by the local Tribal-residents. 

The names were selected from “Plants of the You Yangs Forest” by Dr. J.H. 


Willis, 1976. 

The WORINYALOKE-Clan of the WATHAURUNG-Tribe owned the estate 
between the Moorabool River and its easternmost tributary, Sutherlands Creek, 
eastern branch, and Little River. Sometimes other Clans-people, by 
reason of being related, by marriage, to the WORINYALOKE-People, resided 
there as Guests because they enjoyed rights-of-access to the hunting/foraging 
grounds. The You Yangs were the geographical feature central to WORIN- 
YALOKE-territory. 


Botanical name Common Name Aboriginal term 
Value of the plant in Tribal-life 


Acacia armata Kangaroo-thorn or Hedge-wattle 
* Human food - the fat seeds in their furry pods were 
carried when the Clan migrated from one camping- 
station to the next. 
Itwas acommon habit to grind ripe wattle-seeds with 
ant-pupae to make a kind of porridge. 
Acacia implexa Lightwood YOWAN 
* Green wattle-pods were warmed on ashes near 
the hearth until the pods opened. The seeds were 
eaten like green peas. 
* The timber was cut for throwing-truncheons called 
KONNUNG. These fighting-weapons were shaped 
to a point at both ends & could be used to stab an 
enemy when in combat at close quarters. 
Acacia mearnsii Black wattle GARRONG 
* Globs of gum were picked from the bark with a 
PILYAH, a twig-tool, to be stored for mixing with sand 
to make hafting-mastic. 
* The gum, mixed with wood-ash produced by burn- 
ing some wood from the same tree was applied as a 
disinfectant to wounds or sores. 
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood MOOEEYUNG 
* The dense timber sought for fashioning LEONILE & 
LIL LIL, both combat-clubs. 
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* The gum provided good mastic for combining wood 

- and stone - tool components by the addition of 

limey sand. 

* Mature seeds were ground to grist on a mortar. 

* Crushed pods were used for timber. 
Acacia myrtifolia Myrtle wattle WOOLERP 

* Seeds eaten, pods and all when immature. Mature 

seeds gathered from where ants had deposited them 

round an ant-mound. 

An infusion of mashed leaves soaked in water was 

taken for the common cold. 
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle GHERINGHAP 

This tree was an important economic resource. 

* The gum was nourishing food-stuff for the very 

young, the very old or an ill person: for instance, when 

the BENGALI-People found William Buckley in bodily 

distress, the Tribespeople who succoured him fed 

him on gum dissolved in water until such time as he 

was able to eat their customary food-stuffs. 
* The gum was also used to conoct the famous “JARK”, a hafting-mastic. It was first chewed until it 
was malleable, then diluted with a little water. 
Sand, crushed calcined shells, possum-fur or short lengths of human hair were added and the mix- 
ture was heated in a shell called a KOODOOROO until it could be spun onto a rod. Sticks of JARK 
were traded far and wide. According to James Dawson of Kangatang, the natives near Port Fairy 
called it "LEEL". They valued it highly & must have paid for it dearly to a middle man for the 
WATHAURUNG did not trade directly with them. The trade-goods, which must have looked like 
black lolly-pops, would have been exchanged at a premium. 
A quantity of the glue was picked from the heated mass and moulded over the stone component of 
the implement: e.g. when an articifer was arming a spear, the point was set into a split in the end of 
the shaft and fixed with sinew before JARK sealed the bond. 
* As a cure for an attack of diarrhoea, a gollop of gum was chewed constantly until the con- 
dition was eliminated. 


Allocasuarina verticillata Drooping Sheoak NGARRI 

* Seed-cones were devoured in the sub-acid stage. 

* Cladodes were chewed on a hot day to moisten 

the mouth. 
* Dried seed-cones were very good tinder, besides which they would smoulder, more or less 
smokeless, for a long time. 
The "Keeper-of-the-flame", usually an elderly Clanswoman whose official task it was to convey the 
embers from the main hearth-fire to the next camping-station, usually hoarded a good supply of 
smoulder. Tribespeople, who were capable of creating fire with a plank & drill, had a superstition re. 
transporting fire to the new home - it was important to them to keep the spark alive. 
* Timber from sheoaks was sought for fashioning WONGUIM, the throwing implements commonly 
known as boomerangs in the English language. 
The articifer needed to perceive the curved shape in the bent bough before the wood could be 
cut. 
* Light-weight, broad parrying-shields called MULKA were also manufactured from casuarina- 
timber. They were for Warriors to carry for defence when skirmishing with enemies with clubs. 
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Amyena pendulum 


Anguillaria dioica 


Astroloma humifusum 


Atriplex semi-baccata 


Banksia marginata 


Billardiera cymosa 


Bulbine bulbosa 


Calandrina calyptrata 


Carpobrotus modestus 


Cassytha melanthe 


Drooping mistletoe 

The sticky seeds were chewed as a refreshment - not 
much nourishment - merely for comfort in the banish- 
ment of hunger-cramps. 

Early Nancy 

Roots eaten raw. According to Phillip to Chauncey, a 
surveyer & early ethnographer, most lily-roots were 
called BOM 

Cranberry Heath 

This herb provided sweet morsels of food containing, 
as well as the fruit-sugar element, a considerable 
amount of Vitamin C. 

Berry Saltbush 

Shiny berries tart-sweet - a valuable snack while out 
foraging or hunting. 

Silver Banksia or honey-suckle 

Flower-spikes gathered when wet with dew (or doused 
in water) to produce a honey-drink for the toddlers. 
Alternatively, the solute could be stored ina TARNUK, 
a large wooden vat, placed near the fire to ferment. 
The alcoholic soma was strictly to stimulate perfor- 
mers at COOROBOREE. It was never consumed on 
a daily basis. 

Sweet Appleberries 

The purplish-green “puddings”, full of hard seeds 
were sweet and tasty, providing fruit-sugar, vitamins 
and fibre. 

Bulbine Lily 

Alllily-bulbs were edible, but this one was poisonous 
unless first well-baked. 

Pink Purslane 

When the plant had flowered, it was turned upside 
down, after being uprooted, on a rock-surface or a 
cleared patch of ground and left for the seeds to 
ripen. The minute round seeds were rich in food 
value. 

Inland Pigface 

Used as food or medicament. *The whole seed-pods 
were edible, raw. 

* The leaves were administered to anyone suffering 
from indigestion after consuming too much fatty 
food. 

* The juice of the leaves was an effective emollient 
when applied to insect-bites and skin-grazes. 
Coarse Dodder-laurel 

The long tendrils and stems were cooked as a side- 
dish to meat. 


WOORAK 


PIKE 


KARKALLA 


7T 
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Chenopodium pumila Clammy Goosefoot 
The leaves of this herb went into the COOLAMON to 
eat or supper. They have been proved to be rich in 
minerals, especially iron and phosphorus as well as 
containing vitamins. 

Convolvulus erubescens Pink Bindweed THAROOK 
Roots dug with KAN:AN, the yam-stick and cooked 
with meat as the carbohydrate element of a balanced 
diet. Aborigines were well-aware that food needed to 
include vegetable - as well as meat-food for good 
health. 

Cyathea australia Rough Tree-fem 
* New, spring shoots, still in their juicy rolled-up form 
were eaten in small quantities. 

* A large helping served as a general purgative. 

Dianella revoluta Black-anther Flax-lily MURMBAL 
This was an important plant for textile-working. The 
leaves were slit with the fingernail into fine strips. The 
flax-fibres were made into string which had a silky 
consistency. This was “knitted” (looped) on the fingers 
to form a head-band which was frequently whitened 
with kaolin and wom in association with face-painting, in 
times of Tribal-ceremony. Some headbands were 
further decorated with beetles wings or shiny feathers 
from the bronzewing pigeon’s wing-coverts, tied into 
the mesh with PEEREEP, the fine thread made from 
the flax-leaves. 

Wider strips of the fibrous leaves were used in 
basket-weaving. See: Juncus 

Drosera glanduligera Scarlet Sundew 
The juice of this plant was used as dyestuff. While 
most colouring matter was of mineral origin, mainly 
ochres, the roots of this plant were mashed with a 
KULKI-muller on a netherstone and used to dye str- 
ing for personal decor. 

Eucalyptus River Red-gum BOOL 

camaldulensis 
This tree was revered for it had many uses: 

* The seeds of the red-gum were edible if not so well- 
liked as acacia-seeds or those of the carpobrotus. 

* The kino was chewed by a patient with a persistent cough. 

* The red resin was heated until melting and plastered on sores, wounds or burns as a healing- 

medium. 

* The tree harboured possums and parrots, both 
potential protein foods; but, more importantly, the 
source of fur and feathers, both economically valued. 

The rug/cloaks which were, virtually, the only gar- 
ments worn by adult Aboriginal-people were most 
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comfortable if made from many possum-skins, sewn 

with sinew. 

Besides, possum-fur was blended into many varie- 

ties of string and cordage for strength and texture. 
* The cortex of the river-giants was sought for manufacturing domestic containers, like the WANGAT, 
the COOLAMON and the TARNUK, which were the three sizes of wooden dishes which were in con- 
stant use by the Women-folk when out foraging or at the fire-side. 

* Let us not forget the delicious wood-grubs which 

formed much of the winter protein-food of the Tribes- 

people. In connection with this winter protein-food 

source: MARPIANG was the Dreamtime Heroine who 

first discovered how good to eat were these larvae of 

the cossid-moths which infested the gums along all 

the river-margins. When the half-animal/half-human 

Deity was transported into heaven, she became a 

star. Her descendants knew that when MARPIANG, 

_ the star, showed over the horizon, it was time to leave 

their summer-time residences near the coast, to mig- 

rate inland to harvest the wood-grubs which were 

ready to emerge from the bark . 
* Plaques of bark were stripped from suitably-bent trees (for the vessel must be perceived on the 
trunk before the panel was removed) for making the bent-wood floats used on the water-ways 
and lakes. 
In gratitude and with respect, the People of the Blood called any tree, so stripped, BUNJIL 
DOWANG:UN which meant “Sir Bent-bole". River red-gums were a part of their world much 
appreciated by the WATHAURUNG-Tribe. To'be.continüled 


MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH 


Photo: 
Trevor Pescott 
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THE COMMON NARDOO 


By Leila Ramsay 

While walking in the wetland area of Belmont Common, the Common Nardoo 
Marsilea drummondii was found. As we do not see this plant very often I became 
interested in finding out more about it. 

In Norman Wakefield's book “Ferns of Victoria and Tasmania" | found that 
Nardoo was listed under fern-like plants: 

Family Marsileaceae 

Found more commonly in dry arid areas, particularly in clay pans. The 
rhizomes are long and branched, the fronds often several together arising 
from these. 

The fronds are at the top of the long slender stripes or stems. Many at the top 
have two pairs of leaflets with indented edges, giving rise to what looks like a 
“four-leaved clover”. The large capsules which have an extremely hard casing 
appear at the base of the plant. 

In a discussion with Lou Lane | was told that we would not find capsules on 
the plants in this area. It is only the dry that they appear, especially in the clay 
pans. When the water recedes the plant withers and the capsules are left. These 
are used by the aborigines living in the arid areas, ground and made into a type 
of cake. This can cause digestive upsets, owing to the extremely hard casing of 
the capsules. 

Leila Ramsay 
74 Barrabool Road, 
Highton, 3216. 


MARSILEA DRUMMONDII (f KARGEK d. d tA Forns) 4 
Common NARDOO . 


Drawing by Fay Wray (after N. Wakefield) 
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NORTH QUEENSLAND SAFARI - 
1991 - SOME OF THE 
LOWER ANIMALS 


By Dave King 

Animals mentioned in this text were observed both before, during and after 
returning from the Safari organised by the G.N.F.C., but confined to the Far 
North Queensland. 

Severe drought conditions prevailing throughout Queensland during the 
subject period, July to September, greatly affected the numbers and variety of 
animals seen. it could be also conjectured that the introduced Cane Toad is hav- 
ing and adverse effect upon populations of smaller ground-dwelling creatures. 

The following list of fauna does not cover all those observed, only those which 
could be reasonably identified at the time. On the Safari in particular, it was not 
possible to take all the necessary facilities for identification of specimens. In 
many cases specimens were observed, but were too distant to observe closely, 
or time was not sufficient to make identification. 


Common Name Scient. Name Location 
Snakes: 

Sea Snake Astrotia stokesii C.H. 
Black-headed Python Aspidites melanocephalus I.R. 
Blind Snake Rampholyphlops sp. [is 
Brown Tree Snake Boiga uregularis W.C. 
Carpet Python Morelia spilotes C.Y. 
Lizards: 

Tree Monitor Varanus timorensis C.C. & C. 
House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus M.B. 
Legless Lizard Lialis burtonis SS. 
Gecko Lepidodactylus lugubris M.B. 
Two-lined Dragon Diporiphora bilineata B., L. & I.R. 
Frogs: 

Rocket Frog Litoria nasuta I.R., M.S., C.C. & P.R. 
Lesueurs Frog Litoria lesueuri M.E. & I.R. 
Green Tree Frog Litoria caerula M.E., S.S. & M.E. 
N.A. Litoria nigrofrenata C.R. 


Ornate Burrowing Limnodynastes ornatus C.R. & P.R. 
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Spiders: 

Golden Orb Spider 
Funnel Web Spider 
Hunstman 
Jumping Spider 
Bird Eating 

Spiny 

Spiny 

N.A. 

Argiopid 


Insects: 
Dragonfly 

G. Spotted Triangle 
P. Green Triangle 
Orchard Butterfly 
Blue Tiger 

Big Greasy 

Moth 

Tree Cricket 
Grasshopper 

O. Bush Brown 
Hawk Moth 
Mantispid 

S. Grass Yellow 
Lemon Migrant 
Lesser Wanderer 
Wanderer 
Evening Brown 
Cheq. Swallowtail 
Orange Migrant 
Nigger 
Australian Gull 
Ulysses 
Campaneus 
Nysa Jezabel 
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Nephila maculata 
Selenocosmia crassips 
Olios salacius 

Mopsus penicllatus 
Selenocosmia crassipes 
Gasteracantha vittata 
Gasteracantha sacerdotalis 
Cyrtophora moluccensis 
Tetragnather bituberculata 


Libellulidae sp. 

Graphium agememnon ligatum 
Graphium eurypylus lycaon 
Papilio aegeus aegeus 
Danaus hamatus hamatus 
Cressida cressida cressida 
Margaronia margaritania 
Oecanthinae sp. 

Buraella sp. 

Mycalesis terminus terminus 
Hopition scrofa 
Mantispoidae sp. 

Eurema smilax 

Catopsilia pomona 

Danaus chrysippus petilia 
Danaus plexippus plexippus 
Melanitis leda 

Papilio demoleus sthenelus 
Catopsilia seylla etesia 
Orsotriaena medus moira 
Cepora perimale seyllara 
Papilio ulysses sthenelus 
Papilio fuscus capaneus 
Delias nysa nysa 
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QUEENSLAND SAFARI - UPSIDE 
AND DOWNSIDE 


By Dave King 

Location. Iron Range National Park, North Queensland. The upside - Low 
altitude rainforest with its enormous fig trees and exquisite birds. The downside 
- high humidity and mites. To be specific, scrub itch mites. You don't know you 
have had them, or should I say they have had youl, until some twelve hours later, 
when you begin to feel the rather sore irritation. The areas of irritation become 
local skin lesions of dark pink papules, invariably under areas of pressure, such 
as a belt or strap, which by experience lasts for at least a week. 

It was fairly easy to establish at which point the subject mite attacked, 
because only about four or five of us experienced the effects. These were the 
people who spent considerable time under a large fig tree which provided a 
nesting hollow for a pair of Eclectus Parrots which we desired to catch on film. 
Also using the fig tree for nesting where a colony of Shining Starlings who were 
undoubtedly the original hosts to the mite which struck us. The Starling nests 
were situated ata height of some 20 to 25 metres, and the fig tree, incidentally, is 
known coloquially as the “Smugglers Tree", because bird smugglers have 
accessed the Parrot nest hollow by means of a series of spikes hammered into 
the tree to form a stairway. 

Not having seen the mite it is difficult to make any firm prediction as to what 
species of mite it was. According to the literature it would most likely be a mem- 
ber of the family Trombiculidae. The adults are free living whilstthe the larvae are 
ectoparasites of vertebrates, in this case the Starling. It is a strong possibility the 
mite could be Eutrombicula hirsti. 

References 

Cloudsley-Thomas J.L. 1968, Spiders, Scorpions, Centipedes & Mites, 
Pergamon Press. 

Southcott, R.V. 1978. Australian Harmful Arachnids & their Allies, South- 
coot, S.A. 
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Legend 

B - Bamaga Cw - Cardwell M.E. - Mt. Elliot N.P. 

C - Cairns D - Dipperu N.P. M.F. - Murray Falls N.P. 
C.G. - Cania Gorge E.B. - Ella Bay N.P. N.R. - Normanby River 
C.H. - Cape Hillsborough L.S. - Laura St. P.R. - Pascoe River 
C.Y. - Cape York ILR. - Iron Range S.S. - Shelbourne St. 


C.O - Coen M.S. - Mission Beach W.C. - Windmill Creek 
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MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH - 
THE SOLUTION 


The tiny objects pictured were found in two Boobook pellets. Trevor Pescott 
took home and washed the pellets brought by Stan Rowe to a General Meeting 
in 1992. He believes them to be the mandibles from Rove beetles, which are 
very tiny insects which have very short wings that do not cover the abdomen. 
There are over 20,000 species of Rove beetles in the world. They are very active 
and most are very tiny and fly well. When you complain of “having a fly in the 
eye’ itis likely to be a Rove beetle. Many live in damp places and some feed on 
carrion or decaying plants. 

The objects in the photograph are probably from beetle leaves. Trevor found 
more than 150 in the pellet and sent them to entomologist Peter Kelly! and 
received the following reply: 

“The mandibles from owl pellets are interesting. They certainly appear to be 
beetle mandibles but due to the absence of elytra, legs and other heavily 
sclerotized parts, | feel they are probably the mandibles of beetle larvae. Very 
few beetles or their larvae have mandibles of this slender form; they are mostly 
thicker and stubby with teeth for gnawing and grinding. However, in the larval 
form, ground dwelling, carnivorous species with this type of mandible occur in 
the staphylinidae and possibly also in the carabidae and cicindelidae. Also the 
aquatic larvae of water beetles of the families dyticidae and gyrinidae have man- 
dibles of this slender type. 

| do not see owls living on large numbers of larvae on the ground and certainly 
not on aquatic larvae. So this suggests that they have been eating mice or other 
small animals that have been feeding on these larvae. The most likely answer 
that I see is that the owls have been eating frogs that have been feeding on water 
beetle larvae. It would be an interesting exercise to keep some of the local frogs 
for a couple of days in a glass tank and see if they void any of these mandibles. 
Or perhaps the local ponds could be examined for these larvae. This would have 
to be done at the same time of the year as the owl pellets were found as the 
occurance of the larvae would be seasonal.” 

So now we need someone to do further research. What was the owl really 
feeding on? Are there any recorded instances of Barn Owls eating frogs, or car- 
rion? Are the mandibles from land or water beetles? Have we a member who will 
follow up Peter’s suggestion about our local frogs? 


Valda Dedman 


! Peter Kelly 
16 Roberts St., 
East Brunswick, 3057. 
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BIRD PELLETS 


By Valda Dedman 

A number of bird species, particularly predatory and scavenging types, 
regurgitate pellets of indigestible hair, bone and insect parts. The pellets are 
tight packages containing no powdery or other binding residue, such as is 
found in scats. They can be examined to give an indication of a bird’s diet. Bones 
are often easily identified since many of them are relatively undamaged. A bird 
swallows large pieces of its food whole, whereas a carnivorous mammal chews 
its food. ; 

Objects found in a pellet often reveal not only what a bird eats, but also give a 
picture of the animal life of the area in which it hunts. Hair can be identified under 
a microscope. This was excellently demonstrated during the Club's recent visit 
to the biology laboratory at Deakin University's Geelong campus, when Scott 
Laidlaw showed slides of hair from mammals such as house mouse, bush rat 
and dunnart. The length of the hair, its outer scales and its interior structure are all 


used in identification. 


Gipsy Point Lodge 


Situated at the head of beautiful Mallacoota Inlet and surrounded by Croa- 
jingolong National Park, the Lodge provides a relaxing, comfortable base from 
which to explosre a unique, unspoiled area rich in bird life, flora and fauna. Pac- 
kage holidays for bird observers and field naturalists. Other activities include 
fishing, boating, swimming, surfing and bushwalking. 


First class, all-inclusive accommodation in the Lodge or self-contained cot- 
tages. 


For further details contact 
Alan Robertson 
Gipsy Point Lodge 
Gipsy Point, Victoria, 3891, Australia 
Telephone: (051) 58 8205 
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For Juniors 
by Valda Dedman 
Spiders love my car. Perhaps itis because | do notclean itas often as should, or 
perhaps itis because my car spends a great deal of its life parked beside native 
shrubs. Atany rate, | frequently find spider webs in the radiator grill, over the side 
mirrors, around the door hinges, or even under the bonnet. 

The most unusual, however, was the web and “retreat” of a leaf-curling 
spider which had built across the corner of the front door opening. Leaf-curling 
spiders have been known to take unusual objects, such as snail shells, as ret- 
reats, often raising them more than a metre from the ground. 

My spider had taken a ticket, made of light cardboard, about 10 cm long and 
5 cm wide. | think the ticket was probably left in a small receptacle between the 
two front seats, but! can’t be sure. It may have been on the dashboard or even on 
the floor. But there it was, drawn together at one end, hanging from the corner of 
the door opening. 

What was more remarkable was that the ticket had printed along it the 
words "Admit One". You'd think that spider could read! 

| took the ticket down and placed it on a ledge beneath an opening that leads 
under the house, wondering what would happen. 

Next morning | found it hanging up again, as the picture opposite shows. 


CARING ABOUT BIRDS 


By Leila Ramsay 

Recently | received a letter from my sister-in-law who lives in Bendigo. | 
thought the following extract would be of some interest - to the bird lovers in 
particular. 

My sister-in-law had visited her son on the farm which is situated on the Lod- 
don River at Newbridge. On the way to the house she noticed that the harvesting 
of thecrop in front of the house was finished except for around patch in the deep 
part of the flat. When she asked why that part of the crop was unharvested, the 
reply was: "Oh, there is a hawk's nest with young in it, and it is quite rare to have 
this particular type of hawk, a Swamp Hawk, | think, in the area". Her son also 
said the parent birds were not at all distressed when he was getting close to the 
nest with the machine. 

Leila Ramsay 
74 Barrabool Road, 
Highton, 3216. 
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Leaf-curling Spider Retreat Photo: Valda Dedman 


The Victorian Ornithological Research Group is holding a Conference in 
Melbourne over the weekend 9/11th October 1992, on the theme “VORG - 
THIRTY YEARS ON - THE ROLE OF THE AMATEUR TODAY”. 

It is proposed to review the research activities of VORG over the past thirty 
years and up to the present and to explore the possible areas of investigation 
which part time workers are likely to find attractive in the future. 

All interested persons are invited to attend the Conference. It is hoped that 
further details may appear in a later issue of this journal; in any case they may be 
obtained by writing to the following address: 

VORG CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT, 

P.O. BOX 34, 
BALNARRING, VIC. 3926 
Gordon Cameron, Secretary (059) 83 1602. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
1991-1992 


Itis my duty and pleasure to present this annual report for one of our country's 
most respectable clubs. In doing so | wish to record my sincere thanks to 
everyone who has supported and helped the club during the year. 

To say that ours is a busy club would be an understatement. We provided 62 
organised events for our programme. These comprised campouts, excursions, 
and meetings, plus assisting at regular bird counts for Orange-bellied Parrots, 
waders, wetlands, Hooded Plover etc., as well as roadside vegetation asses- 
sments, deputations, and management appeals and of course monthly commit- 
tee and sub-committee meetings. 

Field Naturalists clubs attract and contain persons who are informed and are 
prepared to try to understand and record the natural world. Our club has actively 
used this expert information in writing submissions and being involved in the 
following conservation issues during the past year: 

Clearing of (often the only indigenous vegetation surviving) roadside vegeta- 
tion by local government. 

Managing the Belmont Common Wetland and extending sanctuary status to 
land north of our existing area. (We are applying to have the original name 
Jerringot reapplied to this area). 

Coode Island chemical storage review panel 

Significant roadside vegetation marking scheme 

Shellgrit mining (removal of Point Henry beaches) 

Great Ocean Road Appeals Committee 

Environmental weeds at Lake Connewarre and Bellarine Peninsula roads 

Recreation and open space in Bellarine 

Hooded Plovers near Cape Otway and on Bellarine beaches 

Feral waterbirds around our region 

Black Rock G.D.W.B. wastewater review 

Swan Bay marina and aquaculture proposal 

Collendina wetland, Ocean Grove 

Controlled burning on Crown land 

Bird list for the Stan Lewis Walk 

Geelong Botanic Gardens database 

Member representation on the proposed Museum Steering Committee 

Continuing the eradication of Boneseed at the You Yangs 

Continued representation on Committee of Management of the You Yangs, 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve and Angle- 
sea Flora and Fauna Reserve. Our club has "Friends" on these reserves as well 
as Buckley Falls and Serendip. 
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In addition to these issues the club has organised an extremely successful 
safari for 28 naturalists between Cairns and Thursday Island during August and 
September. Another safari is being investigated for next year to the Kimber- 
leys, W.A. 

The club is producing a bird species checklist for better recording of ob- 
servations. 

We have integrated intellectually disabled people from Karingal on a bird 
excursion and we will pursue further involvement. 

We have donated prizes for students in the Science Talent Search. 

Members have participated in the R.A.O.U. Bird Scientific Day, the Environ- 
mental Restoration Seminars at the Gordon Technical College, the Barwon 
Region Environment Festival at Bellbrae oval, the World Environment Day dis- 
play at the State Government Offices. 

The club has received a grant of $2000 from the State government to pro- 
duce a pamphlet suitable for members and tourists to publicize the Geelong 
Region's rich and diverse natural history. 

We now print our newsletter on recycled paper. 

Several members of the club hold licenses to trap and release mammals and 
birds, which will feature in this year's campouts. 

Gwen Yarnold and Paul Chaplin described the vegetation of Taylor's Road, 
Meredith, as unique and significant. It was subsequently signposted as such, 
the first of an ongoing statewide scheme. Congratulations, Gwen and Paul. 

The programme is obviously the club's single most important function. Is the 
lack of input from members to be construed as complete satisfaction, or can it 
be complacency? Please contribute to the club's ongoing success by suggest- 
ing a place to visit, speakers, and leaders for campouts and excursions. 

I have been concerned that we do not havea Vice-President/Programme Co- 
ordinator again. This of course places an unacceptable workload on others. 
Please consider nominating to join your committee. (Incidentally the G.F.N.C. 
executive has always been hard to fill and ballots unheard of). 

Grant Baverstock has retired as the Junior Group leader after a great four 
years. Thank you, Grant, for a job well done. We will especially welcome juniors 
and families on our normal programme with emphasis on specimen tables, 
"show and tell" etc. Please make the youngsters welcome and offer your time 
and expertise on every occasion. 

The club had an overall increase of 10 for the past year. | am pleased that 
these are all families and juniors. | am concerned that the Geelong Field Nat- 
uralist Club’s membership does not reflect the fact that over 10% of Geelong's 
population is of non-English speaking origin. 

In conclusion, my special thank you to our speakers and leaders; their 
willingness to accept their tasks is appreciated. To the Committee, for their 
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endurance and understanding, and also to their families, thank you. (Ipromisea 
meeting will be completed by 11 p.m. soon). 

Our guest speakers often comment to me about the vitality they see at our 
meetings. This is entirely due to the willingness of all those members who carry 
out those mundane preparatory chores that make our meetings a success. This 
of courseis reflected by the large attendances we currently enjoy. Whilst thank- 
ing these workers, ! wish to thank the Special Group leaders and helpers, our 
delegates who represent the club on many associations and Crown land reser- 
ves, committees etc., and our link with the outside world, our newsletter, maga- 
zine and postage team. Would all the unmentioned helpers please accept my 
thanks for a job well done. 

| believe we are certainly achieving the original ideals of the club which are to 
stimulate interest in natural history and to preserve and protect flora and fauna 
and natural features. 

Graeme Tribe 


President 
LIBRARY REPORT 


Well, the library has continued along in its usual quiet Way - to everyone's 
satisfaction, | hope - any suggestions welcome. 

Borrowings over the year averaged fourteen per meeting. 

Books are, on the whole, returned within reasonable time - a few people lag 
behind a bit occasionally (my own memory isn't always too good). | gave out 
Some reminders during the year, with good results, but would be grateful if 
everybody could check book-shelves for the odd forgotten book or maga- 
zine please. 

Further volumes, 21-24, years ‘84-’89 of Geelong Naturalist have been 
bound. 

Thank you to all book donors, there have been many interesting additions 
over the year - to mention a few of the most recent, per favour Craig Morley:- 

"The Biology of Fungi" - C.T. Ingold. A book on “Oceans” - Karl K. Turekian, a 
Foundations of Earth Science Series, “Killers of Eden" - Tom Mead - the story of 
whaling in Two Fold Bay. “The Case of the Mid-wife Toad” - Arthur Koestler. 
“The Neck of the Giraffe” or “Where Darwin went wrong" - Francis Hitching. 

There are just a few titles to stir your imaginations. 

Thank you to everyone for assistance & Co-operation over the year. Special 
thanks to those helpers who assisted at the table during the meetings & to Val 
Dedman who does the coding for us. 


Betty Moore 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


We had very few “guest” speakers during 1991/92. Members presented 
nearly all the talks. We have a wide range of ornithological knowledge within the 
group and subjects ranged from the Australian Bird Count and Twenty years of 
the Challenge Bird Count, to Thornbills and Finches, to travel accounts of the 
birds of Cape York and the Kimberley. At each meeting local bird sightings are 
recorded and there is often lively discussion about bird numbers and move- 
ments. Members have taken part in various bird “events” such as the wader and 
duck counts and the challenge bird count. The latter is an exhausting day of 
great fun from dawn till dusk when two local teams each see more than one hun- 
dred species. 

Valda Dedman 


TREASURERS REPORT 1991/92 


In presenting this report | am happy to announce that for the first time in a 
number of years the Club has shown an operating surplus. 

This has been mainly due to the additional interest gained from the Cape York 
Safari and we are indebted to Mr. Dick Southcombe who organised the 
Safari. 

Unfortunately there has been a slight decrease in Club memberships. 21new 
members joined the Club but this was offset by 6 resignations and 16 members 
did not renew their subscriptions, leaving a current membership of 212 units. 

Subscriptions totalled $3993 compared to $3821 last year. Other major 
items of Income included Donations amounting to $117, Fund Raising $284, 
and Sale of Publications amounting to $92. We thank all members who helped 
us with the above. 

Sale of the Club's Publication “From Buckleys to the Break” totalled $332 
and "The care of sick orphaned and injured animals" $352. Our thanks go to 
Mrs Valda Dedman and Mrs Shirley Southcombe who handled the Sale and 
Distribution of these publications. 

During the year we reached Break-Even point with "From Buckleys To The 
Break", However a considerable number of books remain to be sold and efforts 
are being made by the committee to sell these at a reduced price. 

Over the years, more than 28,000 copies of "Sick And Injured" books have 
been distributed and if current sales are maintained a new printing run will be 
required soon. (No provision for this has been made in the budget). 

During the year the final printing ofthe Pamphlet “An Introduction To The Bel- 
mont Common Wetlands" was made thus expending this balance of the grant 
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received from the Department of Conservation and Environment some years 
ago. 

Bank interest of $42.94 was received from the general account and 
$2186.25 from the ANZ common fund V2. The latter was due mainly to the 
funds invested from the Cape York Safari. 

With the fall in interest rates the Committee has only budgeted for an income 
of $750 from this source in the coming year. 

Main items of expenditure were printing and typing $3316.00, Postage 
$685.23 and Insurance Premiums $424.34. (an estimated $660.00 is outstand- 
ing for printing, and $300 for rental of the hall). 

Subscriptions to other clubs for membership and periodicals totalled 
$401.00 and donations of $170 were made to other appeals, including The 
Great Ocean Road Appeal. 

The total funds balance as at 23/2/92 shows a surplus of $2612.25 but when 
outstanding items are taken into account the estimated surplus is $1617.25. 
Almost $1500 of this is due to the Cape York Safari. 

The Committee has decided that rather than absorb the surplus into general 
running costs, $1000 be set aside for special projects. 

During the year 20 chairs were stolen from the premises but full compensa- 
tion of $287 was received from our insurers. 

During the coming year we expectan increase in running costs suchas print- 
ing, hall rental and insurance, a sharp fall in interest income, and a declining 
income from publications, and it has been necessary to increase some cate- 
gories of subscriptions: - 

The new rates are: - 


Supporting Membership $25 
Corporate Membership $25 
Ordinary Membership $20 
Joint/Family Membership $30 
Junior/Student Membership $5 
Magazine Only Subscription $17 
Postage of Newsletter $8 


Once again | wish to thank our membership officer Mr Auban Lloyd-Jones for 
his assistance with statistical information and computer-listings of members 
and for posting out membership kits to new members. 

Our thanks also go to Mr. David Brunton who has again audited the club’s 
financial records this year. 

Sincere thanks also to Ms. Fay Wray who has typed the financial statements 
this year. 

Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer 
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Receipts & Payments Account for 
Year Ended 23rd February 1991 


Receipts 
Subscriptions 3,993.00 
Grants/Donations 117.00 
Appeals 92.00 
Sales: 

- Badges 27.60 
- Refreshments 44.71 
- Publications 269.00 
- Sick & Injured Books 351.85 
- "Buckleys to the Break” 331.53 
Trading Table 171.75 
Fund Raising 306.10 
Excursions 768.00 
Magazine Advertising 25.00 
Insurance Claim Refund 287.00 
Bank Interest 42.94 
Transfer from ANZ V2 a/c — 1,274.18 
Sundries 21.00 


$8,122.66 


ANZ COMMON FUND V2 


RECEIPTS 
Transf. from 
Cape York a/c 42,000.00 
Interest 2,186.25 
Fund Balance at 20/2/91 — 15,557.25 
$59,743.50 


Payments 
Printing & Typing 3,316.00 
Bank Charges: 89.21 
Stationery, Photocopying 118.34 
Postage 685.23 
Hall Rental 285.00 
Subscriptions to other Clubs — 401.00 
Donations/Appeals 170.00 
Library Purchases 77.95 
Publications for Resale 177.00 
Equipment & Repairs 72.05 
Excursions, Campouts 675.00 
Speakers Fees (Travel) 60.00 
Conservation Council Raffle 60.00 
Insurance Premiums 424.34 
Trading Table Purchases 122.00 
Fund Raising Expenses 22.40 
Sign for Bird Hide 45.00 
Replacement Chairs 287.00 
Sundries/Registration 82.59 
Cash Book Balance 20/2/91 832.52 
$8,002.63 
Cash Book Balance 23/2/92 120.03 
$8,122.66 
PAYMENTS 

Transf. from 
Cape York a/c 46,225.82 
Bank Charges 26.55 
Transf. from General a/c 1,274.18 
Fund Balance at 23/2/92 12,216.95 
$59,743.50 


Note: Fund Balance at 23/2/92 - $12,216.95 
$1,000 set aside for Special Projects. 


94 Geelong Naturalist 


Funds Statement - Year Ended 23rd 
February, 1992 


Funds Balance at 20/2/91 9,724.73 
Funds Balance at 23/2/92 12,336.98 
Cash Surplus at 23/2/92 $2,612.25 


Less Estimated Current Liabilities as per Balance Sheet 
Ken Jenkin Printer 


(Newsletters 3 mths.) 210.00 
Rowick Printers 

(Summer Magazine) 450.00 
Subscriptions Paid 

in Advance 95.00 


Karingal (Rental of Hall) 
- Term 4 1991) 


Term 1 1992) 300.00 1,055.00 


$1,557.25 


Plus Payments in Advance 
Deposit on Conservation Council Raffle Books 60.00 


Estimated Surplus — $1,617.25 


Note: $1,000 of Surplus from Cape York Safari set aside for Special 
Projects. 


Auditor’s Certificate 
| certify that the statements of receipts and payments attached and dated 
23rd February, 1992, are in accordance with bank statements, invoices, and 
receipts and other relevant records examined by me. 
David Burton, A.C.I.S., M.N.I.A. 
Honorary Auditor 
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Summary of Assets and Liabilities 


ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 
Bank Balances 12,336.98 
Payments in Advance 60.00 
Unsold Publications 3,027.00 $15,423.98 
NON CURRENT ASSETS 
Furniture & Equipment (At Cost) 
Purchases in Prior Years 2,867.35 
Purchases in Current Year 305.90 
Library Books (At Valuation) 4,819.00 7,992.25 
Total Assets: $23,416.23 
LIABILITIES 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,055.00 
LONG TERM LIABILITIES = 
Total Liabilities: $1,055.00 


TOTAL EQUITY (EXCESS OF ASSETS OVER LIABILITIES) $22,361.23 


Cape York Safari Account 


Balance B/Fwd 23/2/91 $1,620.00 
Plus Receipts 42,550.00 
Sub Total: 44,170.00 
Less Transferred to ANZ V2 A/c 42,000.00 
Sub Total: 2,170.00 
Pius Transferred from ANZ V2 A/c l 46,225.82 
$48,395.82 
LESS EXPENSES 
Hinterland Aviation 5,500.00 
Wild Country Safaris 41,220.00 
Marshalltown Batteries 
(Spotlight Battery) 48.00 
Deposit Refunds 1,277.00 
Administration Expenses 236.00 
Reunion Expenses 114.82 $48,395.82 


Balance at 23/2/92: NIL 
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BIRD LIST 


15 March 1992 Werribee Sewerage Farm 


Great Crested Grebe 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Australasian Grebe 
Australian Pelican 
Pied Cormorant 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Black Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Sacred Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Black Swan 

Freckled Duck 
Australian Shelduck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 
Australasian Shoveler 
Pink-eared Duck 
Hardhead 

Blue-billed Duck 
Musk Duck 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Black Kite 

Whistling Kite 

Brown Goshawk 
Little Eagle 

Marsh Harrier 
Australian Hobby 
Brown Falcon 
Australian Kestrel 
Australian Crake 
Dusky Moorhen 
Purple Swamphen 
Eurasian Coot 

Pied Oystercatcher 
Masked Lapwing 
Banded Lapwing 
Eastern Golden Plover 
Red-kneed Dotterel 
Double-banded Plover 
Red-capped Plover 
Black-fronted Plover 
Black-winged Stilt 
Red-necked Avocet 


Margaret Cameron 


Common Sandpiper 
Greenshank 

Black-tailed Godwit 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Red-necked Stint 

Curlew Sandpiper 

Arctic Jaeger 

Silver Gull 

Pacific Gull 
White-winged Black Tern 
Common Tern 

Crested Tern 

Spotted Turtle-Dove 
Galah 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Cockatiel 

Red-rumped Parrot 
Fantailed Cuckoo 
White-throated Needletail 
Common Skylark 
Welcome Swallow 

Fairy Martin 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike 
Common Blackbird 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Grassbird 
Golden-headed Fantail-Warbler 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Calamanthus 

Brown Thombill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Silvereye 

House Sparrow 
Red-browed Firetail 
Common Starling 
Common Mynah 
Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 


JUNE 
2 General meeting: Bountiful Borneo” - Dr. Jim Willis 
6/8 Campout - Rushworth/Whroo - Leader: Rohan Bugg 
(Ph: 03 741 4056) 
9 Plant Group meeting: “Whroo Forest Flora” 

20 Excursion (NOTE Saturday 20th, 2 p.m. start): An 
evening an Inverleigh Common - spotlighting, as- 
tronomy, campfire, BBQ evening meal (BYO). Leaders: 
Grant Baverstock (817256) and Rob Beardsley 
(Ph. 411951) 

23 Bird Group Meeting: “Choosing and Using Bin- 
oculars” - Dean Hewish 

JULY 
T General meeting: "Impact of Cinnamon Fungus on 
Rare Plants at Steiglitz" - Des Peter 

14 Plant Group meeting: "New Zealand Plants" -Pat 
Belin 

19 Excursion. Arthur Rylah Institute/Latrobe University 
Wetland. Leaders: Peter Coats (Ph: 531290) and 
Geoff Gayner (Ph: 822182) 

28 Bird Group meeting: "Birds in Hawaii" - Marilyn 
Hewish 

AUGUST 
4 General meeting: Members night. "Choice and Tech- 
nique in using Binoculars, Telescopes, Cameras, 
Lenses, Hides, etc" 

11 Plant Group meeting: "Enivornmental Weeds" - 

Geoff Clarke 

15/16 Excursion. Boneseed Eradication. You Yangs. Spot- 
lighting, Mammal Trapping & Bird Banding. Leaders: 
Geoff Gayner (Ph: 822182) and Rob Beardsley (Ph: 
411951) i 

22/23 Western Victorian Field Naturalist Clubs Assoc. Cam- 
pout Bendigo. 

25 Bird Group meeting: “Swiftlets” - Mike Tarburton 

SEPTEMBER 
1 General meeting: “Frogwatch” - Gerry Marentelli 
8 Plant Group Meeting: "Unusual Australian Plants" 

20 Excursion. Belmont Common - Frogs, Bugs, Birds 
and Plants for Beginners and Experts. Leaders Gor- 
don McCarthy (Ph: 431826) and Dave King (Ph: 
593023) 

22 Bird Group meeting: "Oystercatchers" - Mike Weston 

26 Plant Group Excursion: Bellarine Railway Reserve 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 1992/93 DUE 1st APRIL 
Supporting Membership (Inc. ‘Geelong Naturalist’)......$25.00 
Ordinary Membership (Inc. ‘Geelong Naturalist’)........... $20.00 


Junior/Student Membership (Inc. ‘Geelong Naturalist)).......... $5.00 
Corporate Membership (Clubs, Organisations, etc.) 


(Incas GeelongllNaturalist) eee ERROR $25.00 
Subscription to ‘Geelong Naturalist’ only........................ $17.00 
Monthly Newsletter posted on request... $8.00 
CONTENTS 

Editorial 

V. Dedman . Vale Stan Rowe 

L. Lane Fifty Useful Plants 

T. Pescott Mystery Photograph 

L. Ramsay The Common Nardoo 

D. King North Queensland Safari 1991 - lower animals 

D. King Queensland Safari: Upside and Downside 

V. Dedman Mystery Photograph Solution 

V. Dedman Bird Pellets 

V. Dedman For Juniors 

L. Ramsay Caring About Birds 

G. Tribe President's Report 

B. Moore Library Report 

V. Dedman Bird Group Report 

G. Baverstock Treasurer's Report 

M. Cameron Bird List 15 March 1992 Werribee 
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